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Equal Rights 


Notes of the Week 


Women in Danish Industries 
HE Swedish feminist magazine Hertha 
of February 11 contains the following 
information on the employment of women 
in Seandinavian countries. The article is 
by Anna Westergaard of Denmark: 


“In Denmark, with its popula- 
tien of about three million, about 
two hundred and thirty thousand 
women are employed in business ca- 
pacities, outside of the domestic serv- 
ice, in which about one hundred and 
thirty thousand women are employed. 

“In textile and clothing industries 
women are employed to the point of 
completely displacing the men. On 
the other hand, women have not 

been able to maintain their majority 
in certain female occupations, such as 
the work in dairies, which at one time 
in this country was almost exclu- 
sively in the hands of women, while 
now it is man’s work. 

“In cigar and tobacco industries, 
the ‘Equal Wage’ principle holds for 
men and women. 

“Regarding employment in the 
Danish Government service, in the 
railway service, in 1917, about two 
hundred women were employed, and 
in 1922, three years after the estab- 
lishment of the ‘Equal Wage’ prin- 
ciple, about five hundred and fifty 
women. In the telegraph service in 
1915 there were six hundred women, 
and in 1922 about fifteen hundred 
women. 

“In the post service of Finland 
there are employed many more women 
than men. There has never been a 
difference in woman’s and man’s wage 
in this service.” 


German Women Make Good in Politics 

N article by Henry Fuerth of Frank- 

fort on Main appeared in the 
Schweizer Frauenblatt, organ of the 
Swiss Federation of Women’s Clubs, in 
the February 2 issue on women’s activities 
in German municipalities. The writer 
said the success of German women in 
municipal positions is all the more re- 
markable because the political rights con- 
ferred on them by the revolution only five 
years ago found most of them quite un- 
prepared for an active part in political 
life. Many of the most notable achieve- 
ments of women municipal officials have 
been in connection with welfare institu- 
tions. The men on the various boards 
have learned to appreciate the women’s 
services so much that they find it hard to 
understand why they ever opposed them. 
In municipal matters in general the 
women have brought in a wholesome in- 
fluence for action based on common sense 
and the needs of the time as opposed to 
red tape and party politics. 


The Family Vote in France 
HE so-called family vote, under con- 
sideration in France, continues to 
agitate supporters of equal suffrage for 
men and women. The Woman Leader, an 


English feminist newspaper, calls atten- 
tion to the fact that women’s suffrage and 
the family vote are totally different is- 
sues. The family vote, while it enfran- 
chises the mother, confers upon the father 
the right to vote in behalf of the children, 
thus creating not only a new inequality, 
but furnishing an opening for plural 


voting. 

Scandinavian Feminists to Meet 
EMINISTS from Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Norway and Sweden will 
meet at a conference to be held at Hel- 
singfors, Finland, from June 3 to 5 of 
this year, according to the February 15 
issue of Nylaende. At this conference 
the question of how to raise the position 
of women in the Scandinavian countries 
will be considered. 


Convention to Discuss Law Enforcement 

N April 10 and 11 the Woman’s Na- 

tional Committee, representing ten 
women’s organizations, will hold a con- 
vention at the Washington Hotel, in 
Washington, D. C., to make plans for the 
campaign to be launched over the coun- 
try in the interests of law enforcement. 
Mrs. Henry W. Peabody of Boston, Mass., 
is president of the national organization 
and has authorized the local committee 
in Washington to make all arrangements 
for the April conference. The officers of 
this local committee are Mrs. Herbert 
Hoover, chairman; Mrs. Robert Lansing, 
honorary secretary, and Lida Hafford, 
executive secretary. 

The ten women’s organizations repre- 
sented on the National Committee are: 
The Council of Women for Home Missions, 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
Congress of Mothers and Parent Teachers 
Association, American Legion Auxiliary, 
Federation of Women’s Board of Foreign 
Missions, Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation, W. C. T. U., Order of King’s 
Daughters, and the League of Women 
Voters. 

The sponsors of the conference claim 
that women everywhere have expressed 
themselves in favor of law enforcement, 
but that heretofore their efforts have been 


too scattered to make an effective dent in 


the machinery of State politics. They be- 
lieve that the conference will succeed in 
unifying the work of women from all sec- 
tions of the country, and in this way 
give them opportunity of demanding ob- 
servance of law and especially the pro- 
hibition law. 

On the evening of April 10 a Pageant, 
given under the direction of Marie Moore 
Forrest, will be presented at the Scottish 
Rite Temple in Washington. The initial 
performance will be given indoors to the 
conference and will be followed imme- 
diately with a performance outdoors. 


The pageant is based on a song, “Amer- 
ica, the Beautiful,” and was written for 
this occasion by Esther Willard Bates of 
Boston, Mass. Mrs. Minnegerode An- 
drews is adapting it for the performance 
in Washington and is chairman of the 
Pageant Committee. 


W. I. L. Plans Progressing 
S are progressing for the fifth con- 
ference to be held in Washington, 
D. C., May 1 to 7, by the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom. 
Jane Addams, International President of 
the League, has sent out the following 
appeal to all members, urging their sup- 
port of the conference: 


“Dear Fellow Member: 

“It is most significant that the In- 
ternational Board has decided to hold 
our Fourth International Congress in 
Washington. It indicates that the 
United States is still the ‘new world,’ 
the land of promise to Europeans be- 
cause we are freer than they from the 
weariness and discouragements which 
the aftermath of war has brought. 
As you may know, the Congress is to 
be held in Washington from May 1 
to 7. The subject, ‘A New Interna- 
tional Order,’ sounds a keynote of 
hope. 

“We have received the names of 
delegates elected by our sections in 
Holland, France, England, Belgium, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Austria, 

Italy, Norway, Poland, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Ukrania. We are 
already assured of representatives 
from Japan, China, India, Mexico and 

Uruguay. Many of these delegates 
are able women who have attended the 
Congresses at The Hague, Zurich and 
Vienna, as well as the Conference in 
December, 1922. Others of them are 
newly committed to our great task. 

“After the Congress our foreign 
delegates will go on the ‘Pax Special,’ 
a private car from Washington to the 
summer school in Chicago, living on 
the train and holding mass-meetings 
at Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh, Columbus, Cincinnati and In- 
dianapolis. After the Summer 
School, May 17 to 31, the Special will 
go East, stopping at other cities, un- 
til the coast is reached in time for the 
Europeans to take passage in the 
early part of June. 

“About $10,000 of the $50,000 need- 
ed for this program has already been 
received, and more is pledged. The 
State and local branches are working 
finely to increase this sum, but we 
must have the help of our individual 
members. May I appeal to you once 
more, as I have for all of the previous 
Congresses, none of which could have 
been held without the generous aid 
of the United States? Checks should 
be made payable to Sophia H. Dulles, 
Treasurer, but sent to me at Hull 
House, Chicago. 

“Hoping to see you in Washington 
in May, I am, 

“Fraternally yours, 
“JANE ApDamMs.” 
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for the national Equal Rights 

Amendment was carried this week to 
Minnesota, where the organized labor and 
farmer groups of the State were holding 
their conventions. On March 13 the con- 
vention of the Farmer-Labor Party of 
Minnesota passed a resolution endorsing 
the Equal Rights Amendment to the Na- 
tional Constitution and calling upon the 
Minnesota members of Congress to vote 
for the Amendment in Congress. The con- 
vention which took this action represented 
practically all the organized labor groups 
and farmer groups of the State. 


The resolution adopted was as follows: 


T HE campaign of the Woman’s Party 


“Resolved, That the Farmer-Labor 
Federation of Minnesota endorses the 
National Equal Rights Amendment 
now before Congress, and calls upon 
the Minnesota Congressmen to vote 
to submit it to the state legislatures 


as speedily as possible.” 


Before this resolution was taken to the 
Resolutions Committee it was signed by 
about fifty of the delegates, who were 
eager to give it their support. When it 
was reported, the only person to speak 
decidedly against it was an official of the 
State Federation of Labor, but the opposi- 
tion of this official appeared to have little 
weight with the delegates, who vigorously 
applauded the speeches in favor of the 
resolution made by some of the leaders in 
the convention. 

Myrtle Cain, Farmer-Labor representa- 
tive in the Minnesota Legislature, who 
sponsored the Equal Rights bill in that 
body, was the first speaker in behalf of the 
resolution. She pointed out that it was 
only the officialdom of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor who opposed Equal 
Rights, and that these leaders had almost 
invariably had a most reactionary atti- 
tude toward women, as evidenced by the 
treatment of women in their own Federa- 
tion. Jules Emme of St. Paul, who 
has long been a recognized leader in the 
Progressive movement of Minnesota, vig- 
orously defended the resolution. 

Mrs. Jessaline Scott, 
neapolis alderman, told the delegates that 
the State Convention of the Women’s Non- 
Partisan Clubs then in session in Min- 
neapolis had endorsed the Amendment. 

Representative Otto Nillermoe, a spon- 
sor of the Equal Rights bill in the last ses- 
sion of the Minnesota Legislature, and 
Emil Youngdahl, the Socialist member of 
the Minneapolis Park Board, spoke for 
the resolution with real eloquence, which 
was greeted with thundering applause. 
When the vote was taken the ayes were 


wife of a Min- 


Minnesota Farmer-Labor Conventions 
Endorse Equal Rights Amendment 


overwhelming, and only about four weak 
noes could be heard. 

The resolution, with the list of delegates 
to the convention and the names of organ- 
izations represented, has been sent to the 
Minnesota Congressmen. These are the 
groups which brought about the election 
of the Progressives who now sit in Con- 


gress from Minnesota, and it would seem 


that the support of these men for the 
Amendment should be assured by the en- 
dorsement of the Farmer-Labor Federa- 
tion. 

Mabel Vernon, Executive Secretary of 


the Woman's Party, attended the conven- 


tion. On March 12 she spoke before the 
morning session of the convention of the 
Women’s Non-Partisan Clubs of Minne- 
sota, and in the evening informally an- 
swered all the questions the members of 
the convention asked about the Amend- 
ment and the Woman’s Party. At this 
session a resolution was adopted favoring 
the Amendment and urging the Minnesota 
representatives in Congress to support it. 


Plans for Other Conventions 


A letter has been sent from National 
Headquarters to all State chairmen of the 
Woman’s Party asking them to see that 
every effort is made to secure the endorse- 
ment of the Equal Rights Amendment by 
the State political conventions. The letter 
is as follows: 


“March 18, 1924. 
“Dear State Chairman: 


“In this Presidential campaign 
year the National Woman’s Party has 
an extraordinary opportunity to 
strengthen the Equal Rights cam- 
paign by securing in each political 
party convention in each State a 
plank or resolution endorsing Equal 
Rights in general, and the Lucretia 
Mott Amendment in particular. Will 
you do all in your power to see that 
these endorsements are given by the 
Republican, Democratic, Progressive 
and other party organizations in your 
State, and also that the delegates to. 
the respective national conventions 
are sent pledged to support the Equal 
Rights program? 

“Unless this issue has been made 
in the State political bodies, favor- 
able action on Equal Rights in the 
national conventions cannot be ex- 
pected. 

“This is the first year of national 
political activity for the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and you, of course, real- 
ize how important it is that this be- 
ginning should be made with all the 
strength of our conviction that the 
principle of Equal Rights for men and 
women should be written into the 


Constitution of the United States, 
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The Political Conventions 


The suggested form of resolution 
is enclosed. Please keep the National 
Headquarters informed of the prog- 
ress in your State. 


“Faithfully yours, 
(Signed) ETSI HILL, 
Chairman National Council of 
Woman's Party.“ 


Suggested Planks — 


The suggested plank sent to each State 
chairman for presentation to the State 
conventions is as follows: 


Suggested Plank to Be Incorporated in 
State Platforms of the Various 
Political Parties. 


Party Of the Btate 
pledges itself to do everything in its 
power to establish Equal Rights for 
men and women throughout the 
, and also en- 
dorses the National Equal Rights 
Amendment now before Congress. 


The suggested plank to be presented to 
all State delegates to the National con- 
ventions is as follows: 


Suggested Plank to Be Incorporated in 
National Platforms of the Various 
Political Parties. 


The National. 
Party pledges itself to do everything 
in its power to establish Equal 
Rights for men and women through- 
out the United States and every place 
subject to its jurisdiction, and to this 
end to give its active support to se- 
curing the adoption of the Equal 
Rights Amendment to the National 
Constitution, which is now before 
Congress. 


The adoption of planks endorsing the 
Equal Rights Amendment is also being 
urged by liberal papers through their edi- 
torial columns. For example, The Liberal, 
the organ of the Committee of Forty- 
eight, in its March issue, carries the fol- 
lowing editorial, entitled “In Behalf of 
Equal Rights“: 


“It is vital that our Convention of 
May 30th endorse the pending Fed- 
eral Amendment called the Lucretia 
Mott, giving equal rights to women 
with men. 


“The woman suffrage issue infused 
life into the Progressive Party of 
1912, and this present issue of equal 
civil or legal rights for women will 
have the same power to infuse life 
into the Progressive Party of 1924 if 
absolutely endorsed. 

It must be borne in mind that 
women are now half the yoters and 
that any subject clasa invariably 
supports the Party that cham ae — ite 
rights, If you doubt, read ry," 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMANS PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States 
and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 21. 
House Joint Resolution Number 75. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 10, 1923, 
by Senator E. Curtis. 


Introduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 18, 1923, 
by D. R. ANTHONY. 


HEN we call upon Congress for the passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment, we do not ask Congress to pass upon the merits of the 
Amendment; we merely ask Congress to submit the question to the state 
legislatures for settlement. 

Congress has no power of itself to amend the national constitution. All 
that Congress has power to do is to submit the Amendment to the legislatures. 
When the Amendment has secured the approval, by a majority vote, of thirty- 
six legislatures, it will then become a part of the national constitution. 

In the case of amendments to the national constitution, Congress acts, 
as it were, as a committee. It is generally agreed among members of legis- 
lative bodies that questions of any importance, with any support whatever, 
should not in fairness be buried in the committee which has them in charge, 
but should be brought out on the floor, discussed and voted upon. 

This should be the attitude of Congress with regard to the Equal Rights 
Amendment. A matter of its importance should not be withheld by Congress 
from the state legislatures, but should be passed on to them for settlement. 


Daughters of the Morning 


ONG years since a very wise man said, “The success of a movement 

depends much less upon the force of its arguments, or upon the ability 
of its. advocates, than upon the predisposition of society to receive it.” A 
hundred years ago it was inconceivable to the mass of humanity that men 
and women should have Equal Rights. The time had not yet come when such 
a thing could be. In those days perhaps it would have mattered compara- 
tively little whether you or I, had we then been alive, had fulfilled our whole 
duty toward the feminist movement. The time was not ripe, no matter how 
valid the argument. 

Today, however, the case is strangely altered, for all the signs of the 
times point to the fact that society is ready to receive Equal Rights for men 
and women. Within the past century a veritable miracle in the status of 
woman has transpired. Not only has suffrage been won, but millions of 
women are now in possession of their own means to a livelihood either as 
wage-earners or in the professions. 

Doors that seemed permanently closed against women in 1824 are in 1924 
standing open, and even in marriage women have been released from many 
of the bonds of servitude. 

A new day has dawned over the earth and we of this generation are the 
daughters of the morning. Our task is so sublime, so splendid with the pos- 
sibilities of realization, that we may well look into one another’s eyes with 
faith and with a challenge. Have we the courage, the fortitude, the comrade- 
ship, the pluck to do this thing now after all the ages? For it can be done 
now, though in earlier days it would have been impossible. The political situa- 
tion over the country offers an extraordinary opportunity. 

One-half of the population newly enfranchised, a new party, perhaps, 
threatening the more conservative organizations, all in a state of flux and 
more or less confusion. But an opportunity must be grasped or it is quickly 
dissipated. Will we grasp it and place humanity on the straight road toward 
an enduring civilization, or shall we fail in this crisis? The task is arduous; 
petitions to be signed, members to be secured, resolutions, meetings, inter- 
viewing members of Congress. It is dull, tedious, uninspiring. Yet upon 
this very mundane work depends the success of the feminist movement. It is 
upon you and upon me, upon all of us who see the vision that the burden rests. 
Will we take it up dauntlessly, as those who went before carried our burden 
for us? 

Daughters of the morning—above our heads stretches the wide arch of the 
open sky, rosy with the dawn; if we hearken, we shall hear the voices of the 
children of the future pleading with us for their heritage. Again we pledge 
our faith, “Failure is impossible!” 
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EEP the work hours in the town of 

, K industry open. No reason why you 

should park on the job and make 

me detour to the bumpety alley where I 

do not belong. No reason why you should 

be allowed to park all day and all night 

while I’m tagged or the cop hands me a 
ticket. 

We shall have Equal Rights because it 
is right, necessary and practical that we 
should. It is so fundamentally true that 
men and women should have Equal Rights 


that even if the Woman's Party should 


make the most stupid blunders, it could 
not prevent the truth being recognized. 
The idea will win. You can’t defeat it. 

Necessary! Yes; now more than ever. 
We must work. The clamor for food and 


self-expression is sharp and hurts. It 


should and must be satisfied so long as it 
doesn’t interfere with the rights of others. 
A so-called protective law which gets me 
fired is a contradiction that I scorn. When 
I pick out work I like and need, and am 
giving satisfaction, why should I lose 
that work because a man can scab on it? 
Can give hours more each day than the 
law will let me work? 

The stupid ones who never have enjoyed 
work as I have nor have felt the need to 
eat as I have, tell me they mean kindly 
when they cut me adrift from a job, which 
I’m trained for, to seek other work. Sup- 
posing you who read this had to start out 
to look for work, had nothing between you 
and starvation but your two hands and 
your head, without money or special 
training. Do you remember when you 
did look for work? You were young. 
How would you like to do it now after 
years of training in something else? Say 
it with flowers, if you are a loved one, but 
if you are the law or the employer, we 
would rather you said it with bread or its 
equivalent. 

To the kindly intentioned person who 
wants to do the right thing, but who 


By Josephine Casey 

[Editor’s Note—Miss Casey is Chairman of the 
National Industrial Council of the Woman's Party, 
and has been an actual wage-earner all her life, a mem- 
ber of the American Federation of Labor, an organizer 
in the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
and an organizer in strikes like those of the Kalamazoo 
Corset Workers and the New York White Goods Work- 
ers. She has also been a member of the Elevated 
Employes’ Union] 


doesn’t take the time to recheck to find 
out what the working woman wants, I 
say, stand back out of the way. The path- 
way to my job must be open! 

Equal Rights is practical. It makes 
for the development of the human race 
and does not work a hardship on anyone. 
The contrary attitude toward Equal 
Rights not only throws people out of work, 
but sets up an inferiority complex in and 
about women. It is this complex which 
causes girls to offer themselves for lower 
wages even when they do better work 
than men. It is this attitude which is 
responsible for the price every intellect- 
ual woman has to pay, to take her place 
in a profession. A woman doctor, lawyer 
or dentist not only has to convince the 
world she can do as good work as a man, 
but she has to prove that she can do it 
much better before the purchasing power 
will have confidence. A law which covers 
only women in industry hurts women all 
along the line. Don’t worry about women 
getting jobs for which they are unsuited. 
Large profits are not made that way. A 
man today can, if he likes, be a milliner, 
a cook or a dressmaker, but the freedom 
to work at these will not cause the build- 
ing trades to lose many members. Don’t 
suggest to me that the law is for our good 
which says it is better for me to stay home 
and starve than to work after dark. A 
well-known firm has for a slogan “Day- 
light Your Kitchen.” I suggest that we 
daylight the street and daylight the shops 
and officers, and if the restaurants are 
shady, daylight them. 

I have always had a deep and abiding 
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“The Pathway to My Job Must Be Open” 


faith in the American Federation of La- 
bor. I believe it is through it that the 
workingman has achieved most, and I 
know from experience that following the 
same methods women who work will in- . 
crease their wages, shorten their hours 
and improve their working conditions. 
The American Federation of Labor does 
not want certain legislation for men, such 
as the minimum wage and an eight-hour 
day. President Gompers has written: 
“The physician who helps us most 
today is the one who teaches us how 
best to help ourselves. b 
am persuaded that many persons ac- 
cept so readily the suggestion that 
their troubles can be cured by the 
enactment of laws because it so easy 
thus to escape the necessity of them- 
selves getting to work.“ 


He truly states that organization is a 
long, hard task while a law can be passed 
in a few weeks, and adds: 

“The difference is that our way is 
fundamentally right, while the other 
is not. Does anyone suggest that 
wage earners should ask that Con- 
gress fix their wages in preference to 
the method of negotiation and agree- 
ment with employers? To lead the 
people to believe the pot of gold is at 
the foot of a legislative rainbow is 
to court future disaster.” 


The American Federation of Labor is 
the recognized leader of labor thought. 
Mr. Gompers has no objection to legisla- 
tion to protect machinery. He and the 
membership welcome help in making 
buildings safe and sanitary. It is only 
when people are put in the same category 
with things that he requests you to slow 
up and consider the danger you are 
headed toward. 

It is by carrying out programs tested 
by men in the labor movement that women 
have heretofore succeeded. So don’t clog 
the thoroughfare. Labor shall not be di- 
vided. Clear the avenue. Let men and 
women march together. 


Constitutional Amendment Will Meet Situation 


HE adoption of the Nineteenth 

Amendment enfranchised the women 
of the United States, but it did not pro- 
vide, as thousands of good folk think it 
did, that women should have the same 
rights and privileges under the constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States as men. 
It did not remove civil or legal disabilities, 
inequalities or other discriminations of 
law against women by reason of sex or 
marriage. It did not give the women the 
status that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Amendments gave to the colored citizens, 
In fact, the suffrage amendment is in a 
sense a half-way house on the road to 


equal civil, legal and political rights for 


By Harry Slattery. 


[Editor's Note: Mr. Slattery was formerly Secretary 
of the National Conservation Congress. He is a mem- 
ber of the District of Columbia bar and has done much 
work in drafting social reform legislation.] 


women which will place them on an equal- 
ity with men. Along this general line, 
Theodore Roosevelt once said: 


“The relationship of man and 
woman is the fundamental relation- 
ship that stands at the base of the 
whole social structure. Much can be 
done by law toward putting women on 
a footing of complete and entire equal 
rights with men—including the right 
to vote, the right to hold and use 


property, the right to enter any pro- 
fession she desires, on the same 
terms as men.” 


In many States today the common law 
disabilities of women are comparable to 
the barbaric laws of chattel slavery days. 
In our Federal laws there are many in- 
equalities that should be removed. Com- 
mon justice to the women of America re- 
quires that both in the nation and in the 
States these obstacles and injustices be 
removed. The Wisconsin law recently 
enacted is a model for State action. But 
in the last analysis, as in suffrage, a con- 
stitutional amendment wil] best meet the 
complex situation. 


\ 
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Equal Rights Campaign in New York 


latures are meeting this spring there 
is an active campaign in progress for 
the passage of the Equal Rights measures 
before the Legislatures. One of the most 
active of these campaigns is that con- 


1 the various states where the legis- 


“Mr. Antin then spoke for his bills, 
Dower and Curtesy. We then gave 
our arguments in favor of these bills. 

“The remaining bills were then 
taken up together, as it was getting 
late. Mr. Levy called for the opposi- 
tion first and, as before, the only 


luncheon tomorrow at 12.45 o’clock, 
Frederick H. Whitin will speak on the 
Antin measure and other pending 
legislation, and will also tell of recent 
developments in the women’s court of 
New York City, and of the opinion of 
experts as to causes of delinquency. 


Mrs. William 


ducted by the 
New York 
Branch of the 
Woman’s Party. 
An account of 
the campaign 
during the past 
week is given 
below as typical 
of the Equal 
Rights  activi- 
ties going on in 
the states 
where the leg- 
islatures are in 
session. 
Governor 
Smith of New 
York received a 
deputation of 
members of the 
Woman’s Party 
at the Capitol 
in Albany, Wed- 
nesday, March 
5, at 12 o’clock. 
Mrs. Robert B. 
Stearns of New 
York City head- 
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hittic, Mrs. Lloyd Williams. Back row Mrs. 


GOVERNOR SMITH RECEIVES EQUAL RIGHTS DEPUTATION. 


ed th d ta Left to right, front row—Mrs. W. A. McKane, Mrs. Theresa Shiverts, Governor Smith, Ethel Barrymore, Mrs. Lieber E. 
e deputa- Ww R. B. Stearns, Mrs. Stephen Pell, Mrs. A. J. Rose. 


J. C. Jenner, Mrs. 


Rutger Beck- 
er, chairman 
of the Legisla- 
tive Commit- 
tee, will pre- 
side at the 
luncheon. 


„Mrs. Mar- 
garet Loring 
Thomas of 
New York, 
legislative 
secretary of 
the New York 
Branch of the 
National Wo- 
man’s Party, 
will speak at 
the hearing in 
the Capitol 
tomorrow fa- 
voring the 
Straus bill, 
prohibiting 
d is e ri mina- 
tion against 
women teach- 
ers, as to Sal- 
ary, promo- 
tion, resigna- 
tion or dis- 
missal. Mrs. 
Thomas is 
from a family 
of educators, 


tion, which in- 
cluded many prominent women, among 
them Mrs. Stephen Pell, Miss Ethel Bar- 
rymore, Mrs. A. J. Rose, Mrs. W. A. Jen- 
ner, Mrs. Theresa Shiverts, Mrs. W. A. 
McCain, Mrs. Lloyd, all of New York 
City; Miss Fred Lee Woodson, state or- 
ganizer; Mrs. L. E. Whittic of Syracuse, 
and Mrs. Charles de Angelis of Utica. 


Mrs. R. B. Stearns, chairman of the 
Twenty-sixth Congressional District of 
New York, gives this report of the inter- 
view with Governor Smith at Albany and 
with members of the legislature, and of 

.the hearing before the General Laws and 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate: 


“Governor Smith’s attitude remains 
unchanged. He believes in the gen- 
eral principle of equality, and is in 
favor of a permissive or optional jury 
bill, but is absolutely opposed to the 
compulsory bill. 


“We next interviewed Speaker Mac- 
hold, who said he was in harmony 
with some of our bills, but opposed to 
others. We asked him to what spe- 
cific bills he was opposed, and he 
could not say offhand. We then as- 
sumed that his opposition could not 
be very violent if he did not remem- 
ber what bills he opposed. He men- 
tioned the jury service particularly 
as one to which he was opposed. 


speaker opposing was Mr. Eich. 

“Mrs. Whittic then spoke on the 
remaining bills, and the meetings 
adjourned.” 


The Knickerbocker Press (Albany) of 
March 10 thus describes the situation with 
regard to the Equal Rights bills before the 
legislature. 


“The Equal Rights measure sched- 
uled for a hearing tomorrow morning 
at 10 o’clock at the Capitol is ex- 
pected to arouse more opposition than 
all of the other twenty-two sister 
measures together. It is the Antin 
bill, Senate 246, and instead of giv- 
ing any additional right to women, 
seeks to make men equally responsi- 
ble with women in commercialized 
vice. 

“Members of the National Woman’s 
Party who will speak in favor of the 
measure include Miss Fred Lee Wood- 
son of Washington, national organ- 
izer and a lawyer; Miss Dorothy 
Kenyon, New York lawyer, to speak 
for the League of Women Voters; 
Frederick H. Whitin of the Commit- 
tee of Fourteen of New York; George 
E. Worthington of the Ameriéan So- 
cial Hygiene Association, and Miss 
Emma Ottnatt, probation officer of 
Rochester, and women speakers from 
Utica, Buffalo and Albany. 

“At the City Club’s legislative 


a descendant 
of Worcester, who wrote a dictionary, 
and a granddaughter of Samuel Ful- 
ler Dike of Bath, Maine, through 
whose influence school children first 
received free text books. Others who 
will appear in favor of Equal Rights 
for women teachers are Miss Ger- 
trude Burke, Syracuse; Miss Nellie 
Cronin, Troy; Miss Rena Rockwell, 
Elmira; Miss Fred Lee Woodson, 
national organizer of the Woman’s 
Party, and representatives from the 
State Teachers’ Association, the Al- 
bany League of Class Room Teach- 
ers, including Miss Ella Graham, 
Miss Ethel Brewer and Miss Flor- 
ence Horne, and the State Teachers’ 
Welfare League.” 


Miss Woodson, New York organizer for 


the Woman’s Party, writes concerning the 
bill making the prostitution law apply to 
men as well as to women: 


“Miss Agnes Penrose, accompanied 
by some eight of ten women from the 
Church Mission of Help, spoke at one 
of the hearings on this bill in favor 
of equal punishment for male sex 
offenders as a means of saving girls 
from being led into a life of prostitu- 
tion. Dr. Joseph Lawrence, head of 
the Division of Venereal Diseases, 
State Department of Health, urged 
that legislation on this topic be ap- 
plied equally to men and women and 
be equally enforced in the interest of 
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public health. He stressed the fact 
that a venereally diseased man will 
infect just as many persons as will 
a diseased woman. 

“The only outspoken opposition to 
this bill came from Mr. Veillier of 
New York, who stated that the entire 
New York City Police Department is 
against the Antin bill because, they 
say, unless the male sex offender is 
given immunity he will not assist the 
policemen in getting evidence to con- 
vict the woman. He said the proced- 
ure is this, in bald language: 


News from the Field 


In New Jersey 


HE Seacoast News of February 29 
tells of a meeting of the Republican 
Club, where speakers from the Woman’s 
Party will talk on the Amendment: 


“The Republican Club will have a 
meeting this Friday evening at their 
club rooms on McCabe avenue at 8 
o’clock, at which time two speakers 
will be heard. Mrs. M. S. T. Wer- 
ner, a lawyer of New York, will talk 
on the subject of the Constitution of 
the United States and the Mainte- 
nance of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Mary Dubrow of 
New Jersey will speak on the Lucre- 
tia Mott Amendment: ‘Men and 
women shall have equal rights 
throughout the United States and 
every place subject to its jurisdic- 
tion.’ These subjects have been dis- 
cussed all over the United States and 
are of vast importance to every citi- 
zen of this country.” 


Ohio Meetings 

EETINGS were arranged in Dayton 
and Columbus, Ohio, where Mrs. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, member of the 
National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
made the last stop in her six weeks’ tour 
through the Southwest. An account of 
her visit is given in the Dayton Journal of 
February 28: 


“Phe vice officer forces his way 
into a room where he finds a man and 
a woman. He says to the man: This 
woman your wife? Answer: No. Q. 
What are you doing here? Ans. 
Having a good time. Q. Did you pay 
this woman money? Ans. Les. Q. 
How much? Ans. $10, or whatever it 
is. Then the officer brow-beats and 
threatens the woman until she is 
forced to hand the man the sum of 
money mentioned. This admission on 
her part is sufficient to convict her. 


“Among others in the assemblage 
were Dr. and Mrs. Frank W. Henry, 
Mrs. Joseph H. Crane, Mrs. Robert 
R. Dickey, Mrs. E. H. Bunstine, Mrs. 
N. M. Stanley, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
E. Morgan, Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Burk- 
am, Mrs. Havety E. Mau, Mrs. Ed- 
ward W. Davies, Mrs. W. G. Clagett, 
Mrs. Dwight E. Young, Mr. and Mrs. 
William G. Frizell, Mr. and Mrs. 
John A. McMillan, D. C. Brower and 
Robert Nevin. 

“Mrs. Valentine Winters, state 
legislative chairman of the National 
Woman’s Party, was hostess to Mrs. 
Hilles during her visit and arranged 
the luncheon. 


“A tea was given for the visitor 
at the home of Mrs. G. Harris Gor- 
man, a former school friend, and the 
Dayton visit was concluded with a 
public meeting and address at the 
N. C. R. Community Hall in the eve- 
ning. Mrs. Hilles recalled the aid 
and interest given the suffrage move- 
ment by the late John E. Patterson 
several years ago. 


“A visit in Columbus, during which 
Mrs. Thaddeus H. Brown gave a 
luncheon, with Mrs. Vic Donahey 
and the wives of the State justices 
and legislators present, concluded 
the speaking tour which Mrs. Hilles 
has conducted in the interest of the 
Lucretia Mott Amendment through- 
out the Southwestern States.” 


“Reasons why the National Wom- 
an’s Party is sponsoring the Lucretia 
Mott Amendment were stated by 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, a mem- 
ber of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party, at two open meet- 
ings held in this city yesterday after- 
noon. 

“Mrs. Hilles addressed a gathering 
of representative men and women, 
heads of various local organizations 
and city officials, at a luncheon meet- 
ing at the Dayton Woman’s Club, 
following which a resolution was 
passed endorsing the proposed amend- 
ment. 

“Mrs. Hilles was presented by C. E. 
Burnett, president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, in the absence of Mayor 
Frank B. Hale. -With her at the 
speakers’ table were City Manager F. 
O. Eichelberger and Mrs. Eichelber- 
ger, Rev. Phil Porter, Judge Carroll 
Sprigg, Rabbi and Mrs. Mayerberg, 
Rev. and Mrs. Irvin E. Deer and Mrs. 
Cyrus Mead. 


Mrs. Hilles' visit to Ohio was followed 
by one from Miss Mabel Vernon, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Woman’s Party. An 


gaccount of a meeting of the members of 


the Woman’s Association of Commerce, at 
which Miss Vernon was a speaker, follow- 
ing a dinner given at the Chittenden, is 
given in the Ohio State Journal of 
March 4. 


Another extract from the Ohio State 
Journal states: 


“Governor Donahey has expressed 
his approval of the Federal Equal 
Rights Amendment for women. Rep- 
resentatives of the National Woman’s 
Party called upon him Monday after- 
noon to get his endorsement of their 
measure. Mrs. Ivor Hughes of Co- 
lumbus, state chairman of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, and Miss 
Mabel Vernon of Washington were 
among those who visited the Gov- 
ernor.” 
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Thus the man has had his good time 
and has gotten back the money. he 
paid for it and is immune from pub: 
lic disgrace; the woman gets a jail 
sentence or compulsory treatment in 
a hospital and has lost the money— 
while the great city of New York thus 
maintains its reputation of being the 
cleanest city of its size in the world.’ 

“Mr. Veillier’s argument was that 
if the man is also legally liable, he 
will deny having paid the woman 
money, and prevent their convicting 
the woman on that ground.” 


Miss Janet Hills of Cleveland, state 
organizer for Ohio, who has just returned 
to Ohio after a visit to the National 
Woman’s Party Headquarters in Wash- 
ington, writes: 


“There are really wonderful possi- 
bilities in this state. Thursday we 
went around Columbus and up to 
Marion and succeeded in raising 
$250 for our organizing work in a very 
short time. I feel sure that we can 
double this amount without much 
trouble. 


“We are having a meeting in 
Marion next Thursday evening when 
Mrs. Marion Koogler Phillips, one of 
our Life Members, will help us.” 


Maryland Activities 


THIRD hearing on the Teachers’ 
Equal Pay for Equal Work Bill was 
held in the Senate Chamber on the eve- 
ning of March 13 before the joint com- 
mittees on Education and City Senators. 


Nearly one hundred teachers appeared 
for the bill, while four members of the 
School Board—Messrs. Mullikin, Singley, 
Neglein and Dr. West, City Superintend- 
ent—appeared against it. 

The Senate Chamber and galleries were 
packed with a sympathetic audience, 
which stared with suppressed astonish- 
ment when Mr. Singley advanced as a 
reason for opposing the bill the fact that 
man’s pay must of necessity be greater 
than woman’s for the same service ren- 
dered. He could not explain why this 
was, he said, but it had been decreed by a 
greater power than ours. Man was, by 
nature, the head of the family and had 
greater responsibilities, financial and 
otherwise than woman. 


The bill was reported favorably on Fri- 
day and at once recommitted by President 
McIntosh to the City Senators Com- 
mittee. 

Of the twenty-six Equal Rights bills in- 
troduced in the legislature, ten have 
passed the House favorably and are now 
in the Senate Committees. The Divorce 
Bill and the Natural Guardianship Bill 
were both killed in the House Judiciary 
Committee last week. 
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Night Work Law “By its decision 
declaring constitu- 

N York T 

the Mew 


March 12. York law forbid- 


ding the employ- 
ment of women between the hours of 10 
P. M. and 6 A. M., the United States Su- 
preme Court must have displeased the 
thoroughgoing advocates of complete sex 
equality before the law. There are a greater 
number of women, however, who, though 
as convinced suffragists as the others, do 
admit that men and women are enough un- 
like to justify the giving to women as a 
class at least a few protections and privi- 
leges which men as a class do not need, 
or do not need so much. The second posi- 
tion seems to be the sounder of the two, 
and it is the one supported by this de- 
cision. 

“The Court holds that night work is 
more trying than day work, and that 
women suffer from it to such an extent 
that it is against public policy to let 
them contract to do it. 

“Some dispute might arise on that 
point. Whether or not night work is dele- 
terious to the health of either men or 
women probably depends less on sex dif- 
ferences than it does on the facilities for 
getting the requisite amount and quality 
of sleep in the daytime. Nocturnal ani- 
mals are not less healthy than the diur- 
nal ones, and, of all animals, the human 
kind is most notable for the power of 
adaptation to varying circumstances. 
The woman worker who, after staying up 
all night, goes to a home where quiet is 
lacking and where there is more or less 
housework to do, is likely to suffer more 
from toil in the dark than are men, but 
this is so mostly, or largely, because the 
man can and does avoid the home exer- 
tions to a greater extent than often is 
possible for women. 

“The well-to-do woman with efficient 
servants does not hesitate to turn night 
into day, as the saying is, and if she is 
injured it is for other reasons than the 
transposition. The same is true of the 
working woman.” 


Labor of Women “In common with 
The Nation, on National Wom- 
an’s Party, which 

is introdueing a 
series of equality 

bills’ in the various State Legislatures, 
we believe that women should ‘own their 
labor in or out of the home.’ We suspect 
that most women find the endless domes- 
tic drudgery, the necessity of depending 
on the amiable impulses of a man for any 
recognition beyond a bare living, very 
wearying to the spirit. But we suspect 


also that most women, like most men, are 
so bound by the customs and mental 
habits of generations that any drastic 
remedy of their domestic slavery will be 
a shock. People can learn to absorb 
shocks, but it takes time. Peter the 
Great faced something like a revolution 
when he ordered Russian women to face 
the world unveiled; but in the last few 
hundred years they have successfully 
caught up with and passed their Western 
sisters. It need not take as long as that 
for women to learn to demand the eco- 
nomic value of their home labor. But in 
the years of adjustment certain diffi- 
culties must be got over. If a husband 
pays wages he becomes an employer—the 
boss of the shop—and will be in a posi- 
tion to dictate hours and standards. Un- 
der our present haphazard and unjust 
system women are fairly free“ in their own 
domain to work or shirk as they please. 
If women decide to exchange this status 
for a wage and a boss, they must face the 
implications of this change. They must 
organize in unions to protect their work- 
ing conditions and to win a living wage. 
They must learn to dissociate the loving 
husband and the recalcitrant boss. Can 
these things be achieved within the rather 
narrow limits of human instincts and 
emotions? We advise those married 
women with an uncontrollable yearning 
for domestic labor to go and do it in 
some other man’s home.” 


Women as Jurors „A commission, 


appointed by the 


Pittsburgh-Chron- 
icle Telegraph, 
March 13. islature to study 


the jury system 
with a view to sug- 
gesting new laws, recommends that 
‘women shall be eligible for jury service, 
but shall be exempted on their own re- 
quest.’ It is proposed that their names 
shall be drawn for duty, the same as the 
men’s, but they shall be excused without 
having to state the reasons why they do 
not wish to serve. The present law in 
Massachusetts requires jury duty of ‘citi- 
zens.’ The State Supreme Court has held 
that the word is to be construed as mean- 
ing male citizens. The Rhode Island Leg- 
islature has specifically barred women 
from jury service without any noted ob- 
jection from suffragists. Women, how- 
ever, are agitating the question before a 
committee of the New York Legislature, 
asserting that the right to vote and the 
right to serve on juries go together. 
“The amendment to the Federal Consti- 


- tution advocated by the Woman’s Party, 


establishing ‘equal rights’ throughout the 
United States, would settle this question 
and many others.” 


Equal Rights 


The Right Blouse for the Tailleur 


If a tailored suit is to hit the mark of smartness 
it must have as comrades a number of clever 
Blouses. A visit to our Blouse Section will 
show many models made to chum with the 
boyish suit. 
ERLEBACHER 
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Twelve-Ten Twelve- Twelve F Street 


WHITE, Inc. 


Florist 


S. E. corner 14th and H Streets N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 


Telephones: 


Main 69533 Franklin 9369 


HOTEL DU PONT 
Ideal Accomodations for Automobilists 
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Excellent Cuisine 


HARRY J. HARKINS, 
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Telephone 3140 


Delaware 


Belgian Art Embroidered Garments and 
Children’s Frocks 
Unusual Gifts 


MRS. E£GILLESPIE 
1315 Connecticut Avenue Northwest 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Bernice A. Dwyer 
15 East Fortieth St. 
New York City 
Commercial Employment Agency of Distinction 
where needs patrons are discriminatingly 
handled. Applications accepted only when filed 
in person. Telephone: Murray Hill 6926 


Room 303 


Telephone Main 7478 
MIME-O-FORM SERVICE 
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TYPEWRITING, MAILING 
PRINTING 
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